The Birth of Bahá’u’lláh
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1. Bahá'u'lláh recounts how in as a child He viewed a grand puppet show about a famous king and the politics and warring of his kingdom. After the show had ended, He saw a man come out from behind the tent carrying a box under his arm. “What is in the box?” Bahá’u’lláh asked.  The man replied, “All these laving trappings, the king, the princes, and the ministers, their pomp and glory, their might and power, everything you saw, are all now contained within this box.” 

2.  Of this event, Bahá’u’lláh wrote: “… ever since that day, all the trappings of the world have seemed in the eyes of this Youth akin to that same spectacle.  They have never been, nor will ever be, possessed of any weight though it be to the extent of a grain of mustard seed…. Erelong these outward trappings, these heaped-up treasures, these earthly vanities, these amassed battalions, this gorgeous finery, these proud and overweening souls – all shall pass into the confines of the grave, as though in that box. In the eyes of those possessed of insight, all this conflict, dissension and vainglory hath been, and will ever be, like unto the sport of children.”

(From an unpublished translation of Bahá’u’lláh’s Tablet to Ra’ís)

3. Bahá’u’lláh spent his youth tending to the poor and needy. In 1844, the Báb (meaning “Gate”) declared that the Promised Day had come, and that “Him Whom God Shall Manifest” would soon appear.  As a resulf of this movement, thousands were persecuted, and in 1852 Bahá’u’lláh was imprisoned in the “Black Pit” and tortured with a 100 pound chain around His neck:  “Upon Our arrival We were first conducted along a pitch-black corridor, from whence We descended three steep flights of stairs to the place of confinement assigned to Us.  The dungeon was wrapped in thick darkness, and Our fellow-prisoners numbered nearly a hundred and fifty souls:  thieves, assassins and highwaymen. Though crowded, it had no other outlet than the passage by which We entered.  No pen can depict that place, nor any tongue describe its loathsome smell.  Most of these men had neither clothes nor bedding to lie on.  God alone knoweth what befell Us in that most foul-smelling and gloomy place!”

(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, Bahá’u’lláh:  pages 20-21)

4. “All those who were struck down by the storm that raged during that memorable year in Tihran were Our fellow-prisoners in the Síyáh-Chál, where We were confined. We were all huddled together in one cell, our feet in stocks, and around our necks fastened the most galling of chains. The air we breathed was laded with the foulest impurities, while the floor on which we sat was covered with filth and infested with vermin. No ray of light was allowed to penetrate that pestilential dungeon or to warm its icy-coldness. We were placed in tow rows, each facing the other. We had taught them to repeat certain verses which, every night, they chanted with extreme fervor. ‘God is sufficient unto me; He verily is the All-sufficing!’ one row would intone, while the other would reply: ‘In Him let the trusting trust.’ ”

(The Dawn-Breakers, Bahá’u’lláh: pp. 631-33)

5. “The Ancient Beauty hath consented to be bound with chains that mankind may be released from its bondage…”

(Gleanings, Bahá’u’lláh:  page 99)
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6. In prison, Bahá’u’lláh received the first intimations of His Divine Mission: “During the days I lay in the prison of Tihran, though the galling weight of the chains and the stench-filled air allowed Me but little sleep, still in those infrequent moments of slumber I felt as if something flowed from the crown of My head over My breast, even as a mighty torrent …  Every limb of My body would, as a result, be set afire.  At such moments My tongue recited what no man could bear to hear.”

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, page 22)

7. "While engulfed in tribulations I heard a most wondrous, a most sweet voice, calling above My head… `By God!  This is the Best-Beloved of the worlds, and yet ye comprehend not.  This is the Beauty of God amongst you, and the power of His sovereignty within you, could ye but understand.  This is the Mystery of God and His Treasure, the Cause of God and His glory … if ye be of them that perceive.'" 

(Shoghi Effendi:  God Passes By, pages 101-102)

8.  Just as Christ withdrew to the wilderness for 40 days before His ministry began, Bahá’u’lláh withdrew to the Mountains of Kurdistan: “We betook Ourselves to the wilderness, and there, separated and alone, led for two years a life of complete solitude.  From Our eyes there rained tears of anguish, and in Our bleeding heart there surged an ocean of agonizing pain.  Many a night We had no food for sustenance, and many a day Our body found no rest…. notwithstanding these showers of afflictions and unceasing calamities, Our soul was wrapt in blissful joy, and Our whole being evinced an ineffable gladness.  For in Our solitude We were unaware of the harm or benefit, the health or ailment, of any soul.  Alone, We communed with Our spirit, oblivious of the world and all that is therein…. until the hour when, from the Mystic Source, there came the summons bidding Us return whence We came.  Surrendering Our will to His, We submitted to His injunction.”

( The Kitab-i-Iqan, pages 250-251)

9. Upon His return Bahá’u’lláh began to write and teach among the people. The clergy became jealous of His growing influence, and plotted to wage a “holy war” against Him and His community.  The leading cleric , however, refused, and instead instructed that a list of questions be submitted to Bahá’u’lláh.  His perfect answers further flamed their jealousy, and them and they demanded that He perform a miracle. Bahá’u’lláh replied: “Although you have no right to ask this, for God should test His creatures, and they should not test God, still I allow and accept this request.  But the Cause of God is not a theatrical display that is presented every hour, of which some new diversion may be asked for every day…. The ulamas (clergy) must, therefore, assemble, and, with one accord, choose one miracle, and write that, after the performance of this miracle they will no longer entertain doubts about Me, and that all will acknowledge and confess the truth of My Cause.  Let them seal this paper, and bring it to Me.  This must be the accepted criterion: if the miracle is performed, no doubt will remain for them; and if not, We shall be convicted of imposture."  Fearing what would happen if the miracle were performed, the clergy never responded.

(Some Answered Questions, page 29)


10. In 1863, Bahá’u’lláh revealed what many of His growing number of followers already suspected – that He was the One promised by the Báb, and by all of the Holy Books of the past: “Verily I say, this is the Day in which mankind can behold the Face, and hear the Voice, of the Promised One.  The Call of God hath been raised, and the light of His countenance hath been lifted up upon men.  It behoveth every man to blot out the trace of every idle word from the tablet of his heart, and to gaze, with an open and unbiased mind, on the signs of His Revelation, the proofs of His Mission, and the tokens of His glory. Great indeed is this Day!  The allusions made to it in all the sacred Scriptures as the Day of God attest its greatness.  The soul of every Prophet of God, of every Divine Messenger, hath thirsted for this wondrous Day.  All the divers kindreds of the earth have, likewise, yearned to attain it.”

(Gleanings, Bahá’u’lláh: pages 10-11)
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11. In the latter portion of His life Bahá’u’lláh was again exiled, this time to Israel, the Holy Land: “More grievous became Our plight from day to day, nay, from hour to hour, until they took Us forth from Our prison and made Us, with glaring injustice, enter the Most Great Prison.  And if anyone ask them:  `For what crime were they imprisoned?' they would answer and say: `They, verily, sought to supplant the Faith with a new religion!'  …  If this be My crime, then Muhammad, the Apostle of God, committed it before Me, and before Him He Who was the Spirit of God (Jesus Christ), and yet earlier He Who conversed with God (Moses).  And if My sin be this, that I have exalted the Word of God and revealed His Cause, then indeed am I the greatest of sinners! Such a sin I will not barter for the kingdoms of earth and heaven.

(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, Bahá’u’lláh:  page 52)

12. Bahá’u’lláh addressed virtually all the leading Kings and Rulers of His day, instructing them to treat those they ruled with justice, and to recognize Him. His summons was almost entirely ignored: “O kings of the earth!  He Who is the sovereign Lord of all is come… Worship none but God, and, with radiant hearts, lift up your faces unto your Lord, the Lord of all names.” 

(The Kitab-i-Aqdas, Bahá’u’lláh: page 48)

13. To Pope Pius IX, He wrote: “ O Pope!  Rend the veils asunder.  He Who is the Lord of Lords is come overshadowed with clouds ...  He, verily, hath again come down from Heaven even as He came down from it the first time... Dwellest thou in palaces whilst He Who is the King of Revelation liveth in the most desolate of abodes? Leave them unto such as desire them, and set thy face with joy and delight towards the Kingdom...  

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Proclamation of Bahá’u’lláh, Page: 83)

13.  To Napoleon III, He wrote:  “O King of Paris!  …  Know of a truth that your subjects are God's trust amongst you.  Watch ye, therefore, over them as ye watch over your own selves.  Beware that ye allow not ... pride and conceit to deter you from turning unto the poor and the desolate…. 

(The  Proclamation of Bahá’u’lláh, pages 17-23)

14. Bahá’u’lláh left behind writings covering a vast range of subjects, teaching that:

● There is only one God:: “Regard thou the one true God as One Who is apart from, and immeasurably exalted above, all created things.  The whole universe reflecteth His glory, while He … transcendeth His creatures.”

● We have been created to know and to love God, and each other:  “I bear witness, O my God, that Thou hast created me to know Thee and to worship Thee.” “Ye were created to show love one to another ...” 

● We are spiritual beings with an eternal soul: “Know thou of a truth that the soul, after its separation from the body, will continue to progress until it attaineth the presence of God ...”  

● Heaven is nearness to God, Hell is remoteness and self-absorption: “They say:  `Where is Paradise, and where is Hell?'  Say:  `The one is reunion with Me; the other thine own self …” 

● The unity of the world’s religions, and their progressive nature:  “This is the changeless Faith of God, eternal in the past, eternal in the future.”  “Every Prophet Whom the Almighty and Peerless Creator hath purposed to send to the peoples of the earth hath been … charged to act in a manner that would best meet the requirements of the age in which He appeared.” 

● Peace through collective security and international cooperation: “Such a peace demandeth that the Great Powers should resolve, for the sake of the tranquillity of the peoples of the earth, to be fully reconciled among themselves. Should any king take up arms against another, all should unitedly arise and prevent him.  If this be done, the nations of the world will no longer require any armaments, except for the purpose of preserving the security ...”

● The central role of justice in establishing peace: “Justice and equity are twin Guardians that watch over men...  (They) are the cause of the well-being of the world and the protection of the nations.”

● Religion must be a source of unity and not discord:  “Consort with the followers of all religions in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship.”  “… the manifold systems of religious belief, should never be allowed to foster the feelings of animosity among men...”

● The Divine Inspiration of the Bible: The belief of some Muslims that the Bible was “corrupt” Bahá’u’lláh asserted was “utter falsehood and sheer calumny.”

● The oneness of the human family and the elimination of prejudice:  “It is not for him to pride himself who loveth his own country, but rather for him who loveth the whole world.  The earth is but one country, and mankind its citizens.”  “Close your eyes to racial differences, and welcome all with the light of oneness.” 

● We must live a moral life, centered on spiritual principals and laws: “ … desire not for any one the things ye would not desire for yourselves.  This is My best counsel unto you, did ye but observe it.”  “The essence of faith is fewness of words and abundance of deeds…” 

● The central role of marriage and family life: Bahá’u’lláh refers to marriage as a “fortress for well-being and salvation.” He wrote that parents must teach their children of faith and spirituality, “for should the children not attain this greatest of adornments, they will not obey their parents, which in a certain sense means that they will not obey God.”  To children He wrote, “Beware lest ye commit that which would sadden the hearts of your fathers and mothers…. Should anyone give you a choice between the opportunity to render a service to Me and a service to them, choose ye to serve them, and let such service be a path leading you to Me.”

● The Equality of Women & Men:

“Women and men have been and will always be equal in the sight of God.”

15. In 1892 Bahá’u’lláh left this earth: “Be not dismayed, O peoples of the world, when the day-star of My beauty is set, and the heaven of My tabernacle is concealed from your eyes.  Arise to further My Cause, and to exalt My Word amongst men.  We are with you at all times, and shall strengthen you through the power of truth.”

(Bahá’u’lláh:  The Kitab-i-Aqdas, pages 32-33)
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